








intensify | issue 03 autumn 2008 intensify | issue 03 autumn 2008

�

With all the innovative features to make it the perfect 

party house, ‘The Establishment’ display home in Perth 

combines the design and construction of Palazzo 

Homes, the interior design of Boulevarde Interiors  

and the technology of C-Bus pointOne member,  

Surround Custom.
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A display home for Palazzo Homes, ‘The 
Establishment’ illustrates the best in entertaining, 
comfort and luxury. A baby grand piano graces the 
main living area, while a pool with adjoining pond 
in the backyard and a circular couch in the home 
theatre give the house a sense of glamour. Gavin 
Young of Palazzo Homes says, “the house was 
designed to be the perfect house for entertaining.”

As part of this, builder, designer and pointOne 
member collaborated to ensure that, with the 
touch of a button, the house could be instantly 
transformed into party mode. This meant 
background music would begin to play throughout 
the house, soft lighting would come on, blinds would 
adjust to make the most of the view through to the 
pool, and to hide the views into the service areas 
and the water feature would be activated. 

“If you hit entertainment mode, the lights dim 
to 40%, background music comes on through 
living and outdoor areas and it was all run from 
the theatre,” Tony Beneit of Boulevarde Interiors 

explains. “There was a central location for all the 
equipment so you weren’t running all over  
the house.”

The full effect even extended to the wallpaper. 
Beneit says, “we even had illuminated strips built 
into the wallpaper so that, with the party mood 
setting, we could dim the lights and have the 
wallpaper glowing.”

Mark Jeisman of Surround Custom worked 
closely with Boulevarde Interiors to put these 
settings into place. Other systems included 
security, linked in with lighting, with CCTV cameras 
and integrated communications such as a PABX 
telephone system which activates the gates. “We 
worked in customising a lot of the elements,” says 
Jeisman. “From the custom lifts in the home theatre 
through to special finishes on switches, to really 
complement the layout of the home.”

Another important feature was to make sure that 
the system was user friendly. Jeisman says, “we had 
Clipsal C-Bus Satin switches DLT labelling systems 

so that people coming through the house could see 
those labels and know what does what.” The effect 
was to create a display home that showed visitors 
exactly how easy the system is to use.

Surround Custom’s own showroom, also in 
Perth, has the same prerogative. Called the ‘Smart 
Home’, the space is designed to look like a house, 
with several different rooms and a myriad of different 
technological innovations showcasing the best 
systems and how they work. 

“Many people who are building in the premium 
residential part of the market are baby boomers who 
haven’t grown up with computers,” says Jeisman. 
“We wanted to be able to create something that’s 

interactive but also approachable.”
The Smart Home is a simple but effective way 

of showing how the systems will work in the home. 
“One of the key reasons we built the smart home 
is about education – we give that out for free,” 
Jeisman says.

In both cases, the automated features, including 
Clispal C-Bus, serve to show just how easy life can 
be – whether you are entertaining, saving energy, 
opening a garage door or simply living.
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floor by floor

Aspen Group, the developer behind the 1.7 
hectare project, assembled a team of respected 
professionals including architects Woods Bagot, 
ESD and services engineers Lincolne Scott, civil and 
structural engineers Connell Mott MacDonald, and 
constructors Baulderstone Hornibrook.

For a vision of this scale, there could only be 
one essential ingredient: Clipsal’s C-Bus control and 
management system.

Rodney Taylor from Automation Dynamics is the 
accredited Clipsal C-Bus pointOne member looking 
after the project. He says a single C-Bus system 
provides all the different parts in the automation, 

from the toilets, stairwells and lobbies, to each 
individual company fit-out for clients including the 
ANZ bank, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, and the 
South Australian Department of Further Education 
Employment Science and Technology. Some fit-outs 
cover just half a floor, while others incorporate three 
floors, and regardless of what each client wanted, it 
could all be linked to a single Clipsal C-Bus system.

“In the higher-end fit-outs, clients wanted the 
system integrated with the audio-visual in the 
boardroom and the meeting rooms,” Rodney says, 
and it’s this flexibility that makes Clipsal’s C-Bus 
ideal for corporate clients of all sizes.

In the heart of the Adelaide CBD is the biggest single 

development ever undertaken, a remarkable project that 

sets a new benchmark in sustainable urban design. The 

City Central project’s 5 Star master plan blends social, 

environmental and corporate cultures on a grand scale, 

and it’s attracting international interest.

“There is a certain level of programmability and 
logic per floor,” Rodney says. “Each has its own time 
schedules, movement and daylight controls that 
moderate light during the day and according  
to activity.”

These time schedules mean the lights can be 
programmed to switch off after a certain time unless 
someone is moving around in the area. It saves 
energy, which then helps save the environment  
and money.

“The touch screen gives you multiple pages, so 
you have a single point of high capacity control, 
rather than banks of switches.”

It’s this control over the building’s systems that 
makes Clipsal C-Bus a market leader. And as well 
as allowing local control for each client, the system 
offers a central administration point so it’s easy to 

make modifications as required.
“The C-Bus system was interfaced with 

DALI, which is a network version of light fittings, 
connected in groups of up to 64,” says Rodney. 
“Each light fitting is addressed individually and the 
lights themselves can be controlled individually or 
in groups. C-Bus talks to DALI and allows us to set 
up a floor. An open plan office is wired and then, 
as the partitions are put up for offices, they don’t 
have to be re-wired because the system can be re-
programmed to re-map the lighting for the fit-out of 
a particular floor.”

The City Central project has some impressive 
green features, including the use of recycled 
materials and a passive chilled beam air conditioning 
system that saves energy. Indoor air pollutants 
have been reduced through the careful selection of 

materials and the use of refrigerants with zero ozone 
depletion potential.

“There are some interesting things they’ve done 
with this development,” Rodney says. “For example, 
the logic control of the lift system is based in 
quantum physics to maximise lift efficiency.

“When each person enters the building and 
presses the lift button, the system then directs 
them to a particular lift. So instead of six people all 
catching different lifts to the same floor, it works out 
the best number of lifts to use.”
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www.c-buspointone.com.au

If you are looking to 

enhance the design, 

functionality and comfort 

of your commercial or 

residential premises,  

look no further than  

a C-Bus pointOne 

accredited integration 

professional.

To find out more about C-Bus pointOne  
and to locate your nearest member,  
visit c-buspointone.com.au or  
email info@c-buspointone.com.au




